8. Readers’ Favorite®

«) Book Reviews and Award Contest

Book Review Mini-Critique

Below you will find ratings (scale of 1-5) with
descriptions for the major parts of your book
followed by your Readers' Favorite review.
Although these are general ratings we hope
they will give you an insight into how others
may view the different components of your
book.

These are the opinions of your reviewer, and
although your reviewer is not an expert literary
critic or professional editor, they are at the very
least, an avid reader of books just like yours.

Title: Ava's Dream
Author: Joseph J. Ridgway
Genre: Children - Grade 4th-6th
Appearance: The appearance of a book can make a significant impact on the
experience of a reader, whose enjoyment is often enhanced by an
4 enticing cover, an intriguing table of contents, interesting chapter

headings, and when possible, eye-catching illustrations.

Plot: The characters of a book should be well defined with strengths and
flaws, and while they do not have to be likable, the reader does
have to be able to form a connection with them. The tone should be

5 consistent, the theme should be clear, and the plot should be
original or told from a unique perspective. For informative books --
those without plot and characters--this rating refers primarily to
your concept and how well you presented it.



Development:

5

Formatting:

5

Marketability:

5

Overall Opinion:

5

Development refers to how effectively you told your story or
discussed your topic. The dialogue should be realistic, the
descriptions should be vivid, and the material should be concise
and coherent. Organization is also a key factor, especially for
informative books -- those without plot and characters. The order in
which you tell your story or explain your topic and how smoothly it
flows can have a huge impact on the reader's understanding and
enjoyment of the material.

Formatting is the single most overlooked area by authors. The way
in which you describe scenes, display dialogue, and shift point of
view can make or break your story. In addition, excessive
grammatical errors and typos can give your book an amateurish
feel and even put off readers completely.

Marketability refers to how effectively you wrote your book for your
target audience. Authors may include content that is above or
below the understanding of their target reader, or include concepts,
opinions or language that can accidentally confuse or alienate some
readers. Although by its nature this rating is very subjective, a very
low rating here and poor reviews may indicate an issue with your
book in this area.

The overall starred rating takes into account all these elements and
describes the overall reading experience of your reviewer. This is
the official Readers' Favorite review rating for your book.



Review:

Reviewed by Trisha Dawn for Readers' Favorite

Joseph J. Ridgway’s Ava’s Dream is a story about Ava’s journey in
learning about the three branches of the government during her
summer vacation. A new park had opened up in their town and Ava
was more than excited to step through its large silver gates and
explore it. One day, Ava notices her friend, Sofia Jo, outside the
park with her dad. Sofia Jo is blind so she is always accompanied by
her seeing dog, Sadie. Ava is thrilled to see them and immediately
approaches her friend and invites her to play inside the park.
Unfortunately, Sofia Jo declines her invitation and her father
explains there is a rule in the park that states “NO DOGS ALLOWED
IN THE PARK”. Ava feels sad for her friend and wants to help her.
She asks advice from her lawyer grandfather who is used to helping
people solve their problems with the law. Will Ava and her
grandfather be able to help Sofia Jo and other people with service
dogs enter and experience the fun that they are missing in the
park?

Ava’s Dream by Joseph J. Ridgway is an educational children’s book
full of valuable lessons relating to the law. The story shows that
with hard work and perseverance, you will get the results you
deserve. Ridgway gives us an interesting and simplified
interpretation of the three branches of the government, making it
easier to understand and remember. It also clearly explains the
purpose of these three branches of government. The story is a
great representation of the information Ridgway wishes to impart.
The characters were sympathetic and kind and taught me many
lessons - one is that there are laws written for good reasons but
sometimes those reasons aren’t enough to keep certain laws from
being unfair to others. It taught me that although laws are made
with the benefit of everyone in mind, in the end, it doesn’t always
benefit ‘everyone’. Another thing | was impressed with was Ava’s
determination to help her friend. Her kind personality and
perseverance for someone else’s sake really stood out to me. The
ending is truly satisfying after Ava and her grandfather’s long and
hard journey. Overall, the story is brilliant and well-written; great
work!



